
Define Yourself - definitions of space, in Havenkwartier Deventer 

Art manifestation in the Havenkwartier Deventer.  

Exposition from October 14th till 31st 2004 

Climb the stairs in the tall former grain silo in the Havenkwartier in Deventer and enjoy the view over 

this unique city. But on your way up, also discover the special interventions and additions that an 

artist made to the building. Then take a boat through the Havenkwartier and moor at a factory hall. 

Inside, the space is dismantled, but abandoned machines and the smell of plastic still remind of the 

cups that were produced here. Soon, strange sounds composed specifically for this space will fill the 

factory hall. In addition to these two vacant industrial buildings, five other buildings form the stage 

for the art manifestation DEFINE YOURSELF - definitions of space.  

Seven prominent artists from the Netherlands and Belgium will begin a working period in a building 

of their choice in September. In these silos, factory halls, and warehouses, the artists will work on an 

artwork specifically created for that space. The artists were invited by the Centre for Visual Arts 

Deventer because of their talent to create intriguing artworks in very diverse locations. The character 

of the building, but also its history or function, can play a decisive role in the ultimate realization of 

the artwork. Not only do the buildings themselves offer sufficient starting points for this, but the 

artist's working method can also be a starting point for visual art applications. One artist works with 

the medium of film/video and/or sound, while another approaches the space from the perspective of 

painting or sculpture. Ultimately, the visitor experiences the space differently through the artist's 

intervention.  

In short: 'DEFINE YOURSELF - definitions of space' contains sufficient ingredients for an intriguing 

exhibition of site-specific art.  

 

'Define yourself - definitions of space' is organized by the Centre for Visual Arts Deventer in close 

collaboration with the Deventer Industrial Heritage Foundation (SIED). With this project, both 

organizations draw attention to industrial heritage, site-specific art, and the contemporary cultural 

dynamics of Deventer.  

In Deventer, there is still much industrial heritage to be found from various construction periods: 

textile and metal factories, printing houses and food factories, the grain silos at the old inner harbour. 

Some of these old buildings have been demolished over time, some have acquired the status of 

industrial monument, others have since been given a new purpose. Currently, municipality, province, 

and urban planners are working at various levels on a vision and plans for a revitalization of the 

Havenkwartier, a reanimation of industrial heritage in a contemporary setting. Side program 

 

 


